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the less salubrious air of the Purple Mountain. He had
no wish to follow Feng Yu-hsiang into public honour
and political impotence.
Chen Chi-tang does not concern us here, except
perhaps indirectly. It may be said, without undue
cynicism, that a great deal of the enthusiasm in Can-
ton at the union with Nanking and the arrival of
Chiang Kai-shek on a state visit, was belated re-
joicing at the departure of Chen Chi-tang. With the
exception of a recent Prime Minister of England, I
have seldom known anyone so universally disliked*
But Pai Chung-hsi is still an important figure in
Chinese politics, and he will come into this story again.
On the more important question of the popu-
larity of the Generalissimo in South China, it is not
easy to comment. Chiang Kai-shek is himself a
southerner, and it was at the Military Academy at
Whampoa, near Canton, that he first made his reputa-
tion. He left Canton as commander of the Northern
Expedition in 1926, and had not been back in the
momentous ten years that saw the triumph of the
Right Kuomintang, the establishment of the Nanking
Government with the financial support of the bankers
of Shanghai, and its gradual extension of power until
it represented something like a National Govern-
ment. His triumphal re-entry into the most char-
acteristically Chinese of all the great cities had all the
appearance of a final reconciliation of Nanking with
the South, thus marking the most important advance
in years towards national unification*
On Chiang's birthday brass bands and fusillades
of crackers added to the accustomed din of Canton
made a bedlam of jubilation. That night I was in
a little cinema that showed a special film of Chiang